
July through to September are very
busy months here. This summer has
not been an exception. Our main
visitors have been British Schools (see
website). No less than six schools called
in on us and helped us in a variety of
very significant ways. We have also had
visits from Lord and Lady Hope of
Strathclyde University and no less than
40 volunteers from DePuy International.
Nine two year olds were successfully
returned to their communities in this
period, but three older children were
returned to Harrogate House, through
the death of their guardians and or
chronic neglect. A number of
abandoned babies were brought to us
by the Police and Social Welfare. Sadly
three deaths have been reported

July the 15th saw the babies, toddlers
and the ladies of Open Arms along with
local supporters embark on our very
first sponsored walk.
You, our supporters, dug deep and we
managed to raise a wonderful £6000.

during this period. We are also sad to
report the deaths of two of our ladies.
Sarah Banda had worked for OA for 12
years and is greatly missed.
We are particularly pleased to
announce the appointment of Mrs
Rabecca Nkungula as our Senior Matron
in Mangochi. She comes to us from
ÔBanja La MtsogoloÕ, a prominent NGO
concerned with Reproductive Health.
Many of the fundraising projects
undertaken are outlined in this
newsletter, but I would like to single
out the London 10k Run completed by
Heather, our Chairman, and her crew.
To them and the people all over the
world who help to keep Open Arms
running we send a huge Thank you.

Open Arms Mangochi
Much has happened at Open Arms
Mangochi since the last newsletter.  As
we enter into the typically hot summer
that Mangochi brings, we continue to
grow and develop in all areas at a steady
and comfortable pace.  Each month
brings with it new babies, new contacts,
new developments to the building and
of course new friends.  Of late the most
exciting developments have included a
reliable and regular water supply along
with a telephone connection and dial-
up internet access!

Off to Nursery School
Six of our children now attend the local
nursery school at Maldeco.  They are
always very eager to leave us in the
mornings as they go to interact and play
with the local children.  We plan for the
future to have our own nursery school
onsite, much like the workings of that
at Harrogate House in Blantyre.

Overseas Visitors bring water to
Open Arms
We were delighted to have the company
of Greg Wiseman and his daughter
Kristen, who came all the way from
America to help assist with the
installation of our water system that they
kindly helped to sponsor.  The whole
operation has been enormous, especially
considering our main water source is
Lake Malawi  which is 700 meters away
from the home.  We thank all of whom
have contributed to this project!
A group of students and teachers from
Ashville College joined us in July for a
few days.  All were busy, both at Open
Arms painting a wonderful mural, and
at Mauni School, helping to renovate a
classroom designed to accommodate
at least one hundred local children.

Supervisor Loveness Kuleza seen with Jaffu, Limbani,
Lajabu, Shakira, Kenson and Gift before heading off
to Koche Nursery School

Greg Wiseman assists with the first of two water tanks

Welcome to our Autumn issue

Big Walk for Open Arms Mangochi
At the same time 70 youngsters from
Queen Elisabeth School in Lancashire
set out on their own walk in support
of us. It was a great day and we hope
to do it again next year. Thanks, once
again to all our supporters.

Ashville College renovate rural school
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New Admissions, Discharges and Long-term ResidentsEdina receives Kayes Walker via the
Grammar School at Leeds
Edina is one of the favourite residents of Harrogate
House.  Born with Cerebral Palsy, she can only
control her muscles with difficulty.  A biannual
expedition of 50 students and teachers from GSAL
led by Barry Brindley was due to visit Malawi in
the summer, and thanks to the generosity of
Lesley Dawson they brought a walker for Edina
with them. A container full of plastic pants, high
chairs, clothing and other vital supplies is on the
way, but the personal care has made all the
difference for Edina.

The London 10 K Run
Well done to Lesley Johnson, Liz
Douthwaite, Heather Fisher (UK
Chairperson), Ed, Lucy and
Richard Vanson, Emma Bevis,
Harriet Brown and Gemma
Downing who ran the London
10 Kilometers for us this
summer, raising the wonderful
sum of £5300.  Most of them
have volunteered with us in
Malawi.  Richard Vanson was
their personal trainer!

Mrs Phiri receiving the
keys  to  our  new
Out reach  Veh ic le .
Funding for the new
Ford came from the
Rotary Club of Oadby in
the UK and from Rotary
International.  Mr Evans
of Ford Malawi gave us
a great deal!

Blessings (left) and Mercy (right) are twins
who were admitted to Open Arms in
infancy.  The mother came to take
Blessings when he was two, and left
Mercy with Open Arms because of her
prosthetic leg.  Mercy now lives in
Richmond House.
Social Welfare requested that OA readmit
Blessings when the mother passed away
leaving no one to care for him.  The twins
were reunited after four years of
separation and still recognize each other.
 Their difference in height was a surprise
to our staff, as the twins were a similar
size as toddlers, and shows the effect of
nutrition.

The children of the three Foster Houses
went to see nature parks in the Chikwawa
area.  The favourite animals of the
Richmond House children were the
giraffes and zebras they saw in Nyala Park
(above).
In the picture (right) the Roses and Sekwe
House kids see hippos for the first time
before their barbeque lunch.  As they left
Majete Park they heard a tree crashing
and turned the corner to find an elephant
bull charging who chased them for some
distance!  The whole experience was a
valuable introduction to indigenous
animals.

The first child to return to his family this
year was Kondwani.  KondwaniÕs mother
was killed in a minibus accident which
he survived when he flew out of the
window and landed in a tilled field.
His father learned of the accident through
a newspaper and took Kondwani to live
with his grandmother.  After a few days
they failed to provide formula milk and
he returned to OA.
In May he was successfully reunited with
his grandmother and two older sisters,
and has since been visited by Matron
Phiri.

New vehicle from Rotary Club of Oadby
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